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This paper addresses the evident insularity of urban and town planning 
processes with regard to the implementation of design projects in public 
spaces specifically to South Africa. Although the projects under discussion 
have been successfully realized from conception to implementation and 
maintenance, assurance of the longevity of these projects is questionable. 
 
The problematics of the projects stem largely from their disconnection from 
a broader sociological framework, since the projects are managed as 
separate and self-contained. This is due to the specific planning principles 
and structures from within which they originate.  
 
These principles and structures are a remnant of planning policies in South 
Africa, where planning traditionally followed a non-inclusive process, 
designed to keep social and racial classes separate. Since the change in the 
political landscape of South Africa these policies went through dramatic 
change however the departments dealing the various different realms 
remained in isolation. This type of “silo” thinking is not unique to South 
Africa. The case studies are actual projects undertaken and mandated by 
the design office of the author. They interrogate all the above-mentioned 
issues and propose a different approach to over come the problems created 
by the existing planning process. 
 
The research under discussion in this paper is a direct result of these 
concerns as it interrogates the implications of current methodology 
practiced from within a broader framework. It is the aim of this research to 
improve the design as well as practical implementation of projects so that 
the public spaces they come to shape are more positive and socially 
responsible. It is often the case that the spaces identified for these projects 
are in communities where an upgrade to the public infrastructure is 
necessary and resources and funds are limited. Therefore, it would be 
detrimental to these communities should the projects not succeed. 
 
This research is in keeping with the UNESCO Millennium Development Goals 
for more sustainable environments. 
 



CASE STUDY 1: Luvuyo Clinic and Khayelitsha Spray Park 
 
These two projects, both located in Khayelitsha, an informal settlement near 
Cape Town, were commissioned by two different departments within the 
Municipality of Cape Town. They are both community facilities, and yet due 
to the two departments not acknowledging each other nor communicating, 
the potential of the projects really integrating and achieve success are 
limited. An exploration of the possible development of the infrastructure 
between the two projects and ways of facilitating the social cohesion was 
done through critically looking at the design brief of the two projects and 
how these could be adjusted to allow the projects to be less insular and 
become part of a broader urban framework. This is an ongoing in-office 
design based interrogation. Although the two projects were the only two 
mandated by the City of Cape Town, an understanding of the urban fabric 
was essential and facilities in or near the area were also included. 
 
CASE STUDY 2: Seawinds Clinic and Non-Motorised Transport facilities 
 
A mandate was given by the City of Cape Town to design and implement a 
series of identified non-motorised transport routes. The intention is for 
these routes to facilitate and increase the use of non-motorised 
transportation. This is essential in a country where a large majority of the 
population lives under the bread line. Again the decision was made by one 
department, in this case roads and infrastructure without actively exploring 
where the routes would be most beneficial and achieve a greater social 
upliftment and integration. Seawinds Clinic is a project recently completed 
in a low economic area, and mandated by the Health Department. There 
was a clear lack of cognizance taken when these two projects were 
developed as the NMT facility does not extend to the area where it is most 
needed, namely the upgrade of pavements and infrastructure leading to the 
clinic, visited daily. Within this are there are also several schools, a library 
and other community facilities. An exploration was done to examine the 
redevelopment of both briefs to allow for better urban planning, and so 
positively affect the urban and social fabric. 
 
In both case studies a different approach to planning and how that could 
influence the brief could ultimately ensure better success of projects and 
sensible capital spending. 
 
 
 


